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Media Release – Annual Practising Certificate Fee Increase 

Recently the Pharmacy Council circulated a proposal to increase the Annual Practising Certificate (APC) 

fee by 15% for the 2015-2016 year and sought feedback from all registered pharmacists and pharmacy 

stakeholders.  The proposed increase would see fees rise from $506 to $571 (inc GST). 

Council carefully considered submissions from 47 individual pharmacists and one organisation on behalf 

of members. The majority of these were opposed to the proposal. 17% either accepted the increase, or 

were willing to accept an increase of less than 15%. Common concerns included the impact of an increase 

on part-time pharmacists, the increasing pressures on the income of some pharmacists, and the total 

combined cost of practising, and a lack of clarity from some on the role of Council. 

Council is mindful that it is the HPCA Act that sets out its functions and responsibilities, and that these are 

distinct from a professional body. Council continues to work hard to ensure ‘right touch’ regulation under 

the Act, while carefully managing its resources. However, the cost of regulation applies equally to all 

pharmacists, regardless of the number of hours they work. We acknowledge that in recent times, and in 

some locations, salaries have increased only slightly, or not at all. It is a priority of Council to ensure that 

the cost of registering and practising as a pharmacist is reasonable. 

In reaching its decision, Council has taken into account the constructive submissions it has received and 

new information that means planned work will now be deferred. In light of this, I can confirm that Council 

will increase the APC fee from $506 to $550 (inc GST).  This represents an increase of 10% on the APC 

component of the fee and an overall increase of 8.7%. 

Projected deficits may trigger a further fee increase in the near future; however, Council will continue to 

prioritise constraint on cost growth and continue to engage with all stakeholders. 

Council would like to thank those who responded to the consultation. We value your feedback. 
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